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The heart of our ministry at
Arlington Beach Camp and Conference Centre
is to help people…

We invite you to read on to see how

Camp Changes Lives
We both have been involved in one way or another with Arlington Beach Camp for many years.
Over these years, we have experienced changes in our own lives as well as in the lives of our
families.
We know a lot of you reading this letter have served and supported this ministry in the past. In
fact, almost everyone we talk to has a story to tell about how God has spoken to them or
someone they know through Arlington.
There is something about getting out of our everyday context and into God’s big world – to be
in a place to find space in our hearts, minds, and relationships in God’s creation. This brings us
into a fresh atmosphere to think, to know, to understand and more than anything, to be open
to His voice.
We feel that it is so important for kids and adults to experience Arlington Beach and all that it
has to offer at some point in their lives. Since we began ministry in 1960, thousands of people
have experienced time at Arlington and God has spoken to them in a special way. They each
have their own story, and that’s what excites us. Maybe, just maybe, you were one of those
people God spoke to.
We encourage you to read and catch the vision of Arlington Beach Camp and Conference Centre. We
invite you to get involved as well, by volunteering and by making a 3 year financial pledge ‘over and
above’ your regular giving to “Camp Changes Lives”. We are filled to capacity and overflowing. We are
turning away campers and user groups. With your help and the help of many others, together we can
expand this great ministry and give more kids, more families, and more user groups a chance to
experience camp life at ARLINGTON BEACH.

Chad Vankoughnett
Executive Director
306-484-4460

Gord Hallett
Campaign Director
306-513-8765

CAMP CHANGES

But the mission
Stays the same!

HOW DOES CAMP CHANGE KIDS?
TIME - away from pressing demands.

Time to contemplate
and process feelings and information about the important
aspects of life. Time to be still and listen to God’s voice.

RELATIONSHIPS - a week at camp gives kids a chance to
get to know each other. The staff have this unique opportunity
to walk with a child through tough issues and questions, helping
to shape lives within the camp community. Many lifelong
friendships begin at camp.

VALUES - Jesus is the foundation of our program.

Many adults look back at their time at camp as
the time where important guidance and direction was learned and helped shape the kind of hopeful and
loving view of life they have today.

SELF-ESTEEM - Water skiing, canoeing, or climbing all the way up the climbing wall, kids have
countless opportunities to grow in the confidence of who they are and who they were created to be.

INDEPENDENCE - kids are away from home, out in the water, up on the zip line tower, forging
into new territory of confidence and growth.

FUN - everyone loves the camp activities.

Campfire songs can be silly, talent
show nights are a great way for cabins to stir up the crowd with laughter.

SPIRITUALITY - camp provides a very holistic approach to solid decisions
as one opens up to the Holy Spirit. God is a big God and the environment at
camp can help kids to catch a glimpse of His workings. God is at work in
creation and in the lives of our children and youth. Camp is a place that can
nurture that work and help this generation grow into world changers!

When I see that last curve in the road, and the familiar path into Arlington, all my
stresses of school and chores fade away. There is nothing like a day of swimming and
biking with your friends topped off with s'mores, a campfire and storytelling at night.
I've moved a lot of times but those places are just houses. Arlington is my home.
-

JH, age 10

CAMP CHANGES FAMILIES

Since 1960, families have been enjoying Arlington Beach Family Camps. Each
year, hundreds of families descend upon Arlington Beach to enjoy a week of
renewed relationships, fun activities, and powerful, life changing messages. It is
an opportunity for families to reconnect, for kids to explore and make new
friends, and for old friends to come together and celebrate life.
“Family camp is a place where I unwind. No phone calls, no e-mails, no work
meetings. It’s a time to just be with my family, be with old friends and make new
friends.”
“Camp gets inside you. You go to seminars and learn new things. You go to
church and have time to really listen and grow.”
“If you want to you can eat out every meal for a week. Every meal is a date with
your spouse. You eat, you get up and go back to your trailer.”
“Camp is a great place where your kids can run free and you know they are ok.”

CAMP IMPACTS COMMUNITIES
Arlington Beach Camp and Conference Centre
partners with several different organisations in
order to assist them in meeting the needs of their
clientele. Long term partners such as the
Saskatchewan Brain Injury Association find our
facilities to be ideal for their programs, and have been coming to Arlington to retreat annually
for over a decade. Camp Circle of Friends is a camp program for kids whose lives have been
impacted by cancer. They have been using our facilities since 2012, and we have a mutually
beneficial relationship. They have supplied many upgrades to our facilities, including a new
med shed and garage/bunk house, while we have provided a venue where their kids can just
play and be kids, if only for a few days. There are several other organisations that use our
facilities annually in order to bless and encourage people who might otherwise fall through the
cracks, and we are proud to be a part of the important work they are doing.
Arlington Beach Camp and Conference Centre acts as a venue for
celebrations such as family reunions and weddings. We provide
lodging, catering, and meeting rooms for those who are celebrating
everything from family in general to important moments in life, and
we are delighted to be able a part of their festivities.
Our user groups include churches from several other
denominations, who use our facilities for board and church
retreats, family camps, Alpha retreats, and as a centre for
ministry training. We have provincial denominational groups
who have been coming to Arlington for over 10 years to
conduct pastoral retreats, regional gatherings, camps, and
other activities on an annual basis. Our central location draws
them in, and our excellent facilities keep them coming back.
As a Free Methodist camp and conference centre, we also have a strong connection to our own
churches and organisations. Free Methodist churches from around the province hold board
retreats, baptismal services, and training programs at the camp. Our pastors from Manitoba,
Saskatchewan, and Alberta conduct their annual Regional Gathering at the camp, and meet
there as smaller groups throughout the year. The camp has hosted denominational training
programs, and continues to be involved in the spiritual growth and development of church
staff, lay leaders, and volunteers in our denomination.

OUR DILEMMA
What is needed to further expand our ministry to change lives?
In 2016 we decommissioned Arlington Beach House, as it no
longer provides safe accommodations. That resulted in a loss of
sleeping capacity, as we could host up to 20 overnight guests in
the Beach House. This compounded an already existing space
issue, as we never had opportunity to replace the 38 bed capacity
we had in the old Cottonwood building that was decommissioned
a decade ago.
The main lodge has a maximum sleeping capacity for 84 people. Since the renovations were
completed in 2015 this upgraded facility is full to the max for family camp and other user
groups. This poses a problem as during family camp we turn people away and we cannot
accommodate large user groups, who will go elsewhere for their events.
For some of our events we have to rely on cabin owners who will rent out their cabins to
accommodate guests. Although we appreciate their generosity, this is not the best solution to
our current needs.

THE PLAN
After careful consideration of a variety of options, we are excited about the opportunities that a
modular structure will bring us. These types of structures are commonly used for temporary
lodging for mining and oil field workers, and come with a variety of conveniences, such as an
industrial kitchen, dining room, meeting space, washrooms, and of course, bedrooms. Working
with an industry broker, we have been able to find several used modular camp structures that
would provide us with accommodations for up to 34 people, extra meeting space, and kitchen
and dining facilities that are more suitable for smaller groups. These buildings are
approximately 10 years old, and are rated for 40 years of hard use in all seasons.

Purchase Price: $125,000
Transport and Setup: $28,000
Renovations: $20,000
Utilities Hookup: $2,500
Septic: $5,000

Total including Taxes and
Contingency: $220,000

WATER FILTRATION PLANT AND LAGOON
WATER FILTRATION PLANT
In the “Remember the Past…Preparing for the
uture” campaign, one of our projects was to pay off
our water filtration plant loan to the Free Methodist
Church in Canada. At the beginning of that
campaign, we owed $172,200.00 on the water
filtration loan. We are pleased to say that we have
reduced that loan to $37,000.00.
LAGOON
The Saskatchewan Water Security Agency has placed a pressing need upon the
camp. As a result, in the next few years we must relocate our sewage lagoon.
Their rational is that it is too close to our camp and to the lake, and poses some
health risks as well as potential odor concerns. It is also too close to many of our
children’s activities and presents a potential danger as children may climb the
wire fence and fall in.
We have agreed to work with Sunset Acres in order to
build a lagoon sufficient for the needs of both
communities. This lagoon will be owned and operated
by Arlington Beach, with a long term service agreement
in place for the residents of Sunset Acres. The cost
estimate for this project is $760,000, of which the
Arlington Beach portion would be around $260,000.00.
We will also need to refit camp buildings with larger
capacity septic tanks and ultra low flow fixtures, adding close to $60,000 to the
project. We have applied for a grant to help cover the cost of the project, but the
results of that application are unknown at this time.
Some good news is we have received a very generous donation of 10 acres of land
that will be used for the new lagoon. At present land values, this is a donation of
approximately $7,000. We have also received a financial commitment from
Sunset Acres Resort to have the necessary soil testing completed, valued at
$12,000. Other discussions are in place to help cover the overall cost of this
project, but we are conservatively looking to raise a minimum of $320,000 to
complete this project.

CAMP CHANGES LIVES
GOAL: $577,000.00
Projects:
-

Pay off Water Filtration Loan ($37,000)
New Modular Housing ($220,000)
New Sewage Lagoon ($320,000)

We are asking every supporter of Arlington Beach Camp
and Conference Centre to prayerfully consider making a
three-year financial pledge to our “Camp Changes Lives”
project through to the end of 2019. If you are able to
give to this important initiative, we ask that your gift be
‘over and above’ what you would normally give to the
camp either thru your church or directly to the camp.
The chart below is a suggestion of the range of gift you might consider. As you can see, regular
modest or large gifts make a significant impact on the total. Every commitment will be
receipted for tax purposes and will be used for the “Camp Changes Lives”, project.
Thank you in advance for your support.

GIVING CHART
MONTHLY

ANNUAL

3 YR TOTAL

$40.00
$100.00
$200.00
$300.00
$500.00
$750.00
$1000.00
$1250.00
$2,000.00

$480.00
$1200.00
$2400.00
$3,600.00
$6,000.00
$9,000.00
$12,000.00
$15,000.00
$24,000.00

$1440.00
$3600.00
$7,200.00
$10,800.00
$18,000.00
$27,000.00
$36,000.00
$45,000.00
$72,000.00

How Can You Help Change Lives?
There are many ways that you can partner with us to make a difference in the
lives of our guests. If you have any questions, comments, or suggestions, you
can always feel free to contact us either by phone or email. Donations can be
made in the following ways:
Cheque – please fill out the cheque to Arlington Beach Camp and Conference
Centre, and indicate in the memo line that you are donating to the Capital
Campaign. Cheques can be mailed to us at the address on the back page.
Cash – cash should not be sent in the mail, but can be delivered directly to the
camp. Alternatively, you can always go to the post office and purchase a
money order to send to the camp. The address is on the back page.
Credit Card – you can always call the office during regular office hours, and
we will be happy to help you make a donation from your credit card.
Interac Transaction - if you happen to be at the camp, you can always stop by
the office and make a donation directly from your bank account via an interact
transaction. Come by during office hours, and we will be happy to help you.
Online – you can donate via credit card online by going to our website
(www.arlingtonbeachcamp.com) and clicking on the Donate button on the
screen. Follow their directions, and in a few short steps your donation will be
received. Be sure to check the box - Give To: Capital.
PAD – you can make arrangements for Pre-Authorized Donations to be made
monthly to the camp. These donations would come out of your bank account
directly on a scheduled monthly basis, leaving you free to worry about other
things. Please contact the office for more information about this.
Please remember that all gifts for the capital campaign should be over and
above your regular giving to the camp. We have not included any of our day to
day operations in the capital campaign, and we rely on your faithful and
generous donations to ensure we can continue to conduct the daily ministry of
the camp and conference centre.
Thank you for your generosity.

Other Ways to Give to the ‘Camp Changes Lives’ Campaign

Some supporters choose to donate by a ‘Gift in Kind’, which include some of
these following options for giving.
COMMITMENT BY TRANSFER OF PUBLICLY-TRADED SECURITIES:
Securities like stocks, bonds and mutual funds can be donated directly to the
camp, with no tax payable by the donor on the capital gain portion, and a
Charitable Tax Credit on the donated value of the security.
COMMITMENT BY TRANSFER FROM RRSP/RIF:
You can also donate a portion of your RRSP/RIF to the Camp. Monies withdrawn
from a registered investment are normally subject to a withholding tax. If a
withdrawl is donated to the Camp, the Charitable Tax Credit received from that
balance donated will offset the tax payable. Ask your financial planner for advice.
COMMITMENT BY GIVING ANOTHER GIFT IN KIND:
Sometimes a car, a house, or even cattle can be properly valued by a qualified
agency, and donated to the camp. If you own such an asset and wish to donate it,
the Camp Director will work with you to obtain a fair value for your gift.
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